
Regional carriers continue to fl y more and more 
international routes, but the pace of this growth is 
slowing.

Regional aircraft  – regional jets, turboprops and 
piston-powered planes – are scheduled to fl y 436,190 
international fl ights this year. However, the growth in 
this sector has slowed to 1.96 percent and the number of 
distinct routes has declined from 265 to 249, according to 
data compiled by BACK Aviation Solutions exclusively 
for Regional Aviation News.

“Th ere continues to be growth, but at a slower pace 
than the initial recovery from the September 11th 
downturn,” said Frederick Roe, an analyst for BACK. 
“Th e bulk of the new routes are being fl own by RJs, 
especially the larger RJs.”

In some respects, the international fl ying by regional 
aircraft  is past its peak. (See charts on this page.) Th e 
largest growth spurt was in 2003, when the carriers fl ew 
6.92 percent more than the previous year. But Roe points 
out that 2003 was a rebound year, reversing many of the 
declines associated with the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks. Th e industry fl ew the most diverse number of 
routes – 265 – in 2004. Th e 249 distinct routes scheduled 
for this year are still 9.6 percent more than the 227 routes 
fl own in 2003.

For this study, BACK defi nes an international route as 
one that has to begin or end in the United States or one 
of its territories, for example Puerto Rico or the Virgin 
Islands.

Th ese international fl ights can be separated into three 
categories: Canadian, Mexican or Caribbean routes.

By far, most of the international routes involve travel 
to or from Canada. Th ere are 245,590 fl ights scheduled 
this year between Canada and the United States (see 
charts on p. 6). Th e number of transborder fl ights has 
increased by 4,883, or 2.02 percent. 

In a pattern that extends back at least fi ve years, the 
third quarter of each year is the busiest travel month. 
Th ere are 67,103 Canadian fl ights scheduled for July, 
August or September 2005.

When BACK calculates the busiest routes – those 
with the most scheduled fl ights – six out of the 10 busiest 
routes in 2005 are tied to Canadian markets. With the 
exception of the Seattle-Vancouver route, the other fi ve 
are routes that bring Canadian travelers to major U.S. 
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hubs (see table on p. 7).
As for Mexican destinations, neither 

tourist nor business locales made this 
Top Ten list.

There are 53,386 flights scheduled 
on regional aircraft to Mexico this 
year. The number of Mexican flights 
is growing at the fastest rate – 32.6 
percent or 13,147 more flights this 
year than last year.

Of the top busiest new international 
markets for regional aircraft in 2005, 
four of the 10 markets are in Mexico.

The Caribbean is the one region 
where there are fewer flights scheduled 
for 2005 than in 2004. There are 
133,373 flights scheduled for this year, 
which is 4.7 percent or 6,718 flights 
less than in 2004.

Not surprisingly, the winter and 
spring quarters are the busiest. There 
were 34,266 flights flown in the 
second quarter this year. The busiest 
quarter since Sept. 11, 2001, was the 
first quarter of 2003 when there were 
37,893 flights flown.

There is still a place for prop-
powered planes in international 
flying. The busiest route this year is 
between San Juan, Puerto Rico, and 
Tortola/Beef Island in the British 
Virgin Islands. Five carriers are 
scheduled to fly 15,940 flights, or on 
average 43 flights per day, between the 
two islands. All of these flights will fly 
on props: an ATR 72, a Dash 8 or a 
Cessna 402 (see table next page.)

But when it comes to flying 
new international routes, the 
RJ dominates, and in fact, the 
Bombardier [BBD] CRJ 700 rules 
(see table next page.) SkyWest 
[SKYW] is scheduled to fly 1,272 
flights on the 1,017-mile journey 
from San Francisco to Calgary, 
Alberta. It will fly the longer route, 
1,381 miles, between Calgary and 
Chicago, 420 times this year.

American Eagle will fly the CRJ 
700 between Chicago and Nassau, 
Bahamas. Atlantic Southeast Airlines, 
will fly the aircraft between Salt Lake 

City and Los Cabos, Mexico. ✈
>>Contacts: John Weber and Frederick 
Roe, BACK Aviation Solutions, (203) 
752-2000.<<
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Top 10 New International Destinations in 2005 Served By Regional Aircraft

Total 
Trips   Route   Carrier 

Carrier’s 
Trips Aircraft Seating

One-Way 
Miles

1 1,280 San Francisco to Calgary, Alberta
SkyWest 8 CRJ 200 49 1,017

SkyWest 1,272 CRJ 700 70 1,017

2 1161 Houston, Texas to Calgary, Alberta Air Canada Jazz  1,161 CRJ 700 75 1,746

3 721 Dallas/Ft. Worth, Texas to San Luis Potosi, Mexico American Eagle 721 ERJ 140 44 774

4 579 Houston, Texas to Queretaro, Mexico Expressjet 579 ERJ 135/140/145 50 720

5 520 Chicago O’Hare to Calgary, Alberta
Air Wisconsin 100 CRJ 700 70 1,381

SkyWest 420 CRJ 700 70 1,381

6 489 Dallas/Ft. Worth, Texas to Chihuahua  Mexico American Eagle 489 ERJ 145 50 615

7 412 Chicago O’Hare to Nassau, Bahamas American Eagle 412 CRJ 700 70 1,312

8 402 San Diego, Calif. to Vancouver, B.C.
Air Canada Jazz  30 CRJ 700 75 1,177

Mesa 272 CRJ 900 80 1,177

9 360 Salt Lake City, Utah to Los Cabos, Mexico Atlantic Southeast 360 CRJ 700 70 1,231

10 334 Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. to Andros Town, Bahamas Gulfstream International 334 Beech 1900 19 184

These routes were not flown by regional aircraft in 2004.

Busiest International Route in 2005
Scheduled Service Provided by Regional Aircraft

Routes Flights

San Juan, P.R. to Tortola/Beef Island, BVI  15,940 

Seattle to  Vancouver, B.C.  13,980 

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. to Nassau, Bahamas  10,679 

Miami, Fla.  to Nassau, Bahamas  9,703 

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. to Freeport  Bahamas  8,263 

Atlanta to Toronto  6,669 

Philadelphia to Toronto  6,651 

Chicago O’Hare to Ottawa  6,403 

Newark, N.J. to Montreal  6,207 

Cincinnati to Toronto  6,008 

The Busiest Route
San Juan, P.R. to  

Tortola/Beef Island, B.V.I.

Carrier Aircraft Flights

Executive Airlines ATR72 5,579

LIAT  Dash 8 730

Air Sunshine    Cessna 3,285

Caribbean Sun Dash 8 2,140

Cape Air Cessna 4,206


